
Some inventions are so old, nobody knows who invented them
in the first place - for example, nobody knows who invented
the wheel. However some inventors have become really
famous. Fill in the missing parts of this table of famous
inventors/inventions:

History

Do you know any other famous inventors? Use the
internet and/or library and/or encyclopedia to do
this exercise:
Think of an everyday object and find out how it
was invented and by whom.
Or
Find out how one of the inventors mentioned in
the table above came up with their idea.

WHO? WHAT? WHEN?
Telescope 1609

Adding machine 1642

Daniel  1714
Fahrenheit

George Stephenson 1829

Morse Code 1840

Telephone 1870’s

Lightbulb 1870’s

Blue Jeans 1873
John Dunlop 1888

William Kellogg 1906
John Logie Baird 1920-5

Ballpoint Pen 1938

Enro Rubick 1974

Bill Gates 1980

Cyclone Vacuum Cleaner 1983



Geography
We all know it is important to take care of our world. 
In the previous section we learnt that Sellotape® Original tape is
made from wood-pulp, which comes from special timber farms.
Have you ever thought about where these farms are?
This flag may give you a clue....

1. What is the capital of 
South Africa?

2. What currency is in use in 
South Africa?

3. Which languages are spoken in
South Africa?

4. In your opinion, what is South
Africa most famous for?

5. Name the former president 
who was famously in prison
for 26 years.

6. Which oceans join at 
Cape Point?

7. Guess what the population 
of South Africa is!

Now try this brain teaser - what
do you know about South Africa?
(don’t peek at the next section!)
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This is a map of South Africa. 

1. Mark on the map where you think 
these cities are: Cape town,
Durban, Johannesburg

2. Add the neighbouring countries

3. Mark on the map the name of 
the oceans



Geography

Like many countries in the world, South Africa was colonised by Europeans
in the 17th century. The first settlers were Dutch, then the British
seized the Cape of Good Hope area in 1806, and many of the Dutch settlers
from Holland (called the Boers) trekked north to found their own republics.

SOUTH AFRICAN FACTS:

Border countries: Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique,
Namibia, Swaziland, Zimbabwe 

Area:
Total: 1,219,912 sq km (Bigger than UK, France and
Germany put together!!)

Population: 43 million

Ethnic groups: Black 75%, White 13%, Coloured 9%
Indian 3%

Languages: 11 official languages: Afrikaans, English, 
Ndebele, Pedi, Sotho, Swazi,Tsonga, 
Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu

Snapshot: Lets take a quick look at the history of South Africa!

In 1867, diamonds were discovered and then in 1886 gold was
found. South Africa was a place of vast natural resources; a
country of great wealth! This spurred on more and more
Europeans to settle in South Africa, eager to share in this
wealth. Unfortunately, this led to the African native inhabitants
being subjugated. The Boers wanted to be independent and
the British wanted to secure their country of South Africa.
This led to conflicts and eventually to the Boer War 
(1899-1902), in which the Boers were eventually defeated.
The resulting Union of South Africa put into practice a policy
called apartheid - the separate development of the races.
Thankfully, the 1990s brought an end to apartheid and
allowed black people to have equal opportunities with other
South Africans.

South Africa
truly is a 

multi-cultural
society; it is

referred to as
the rainbow

nation because
of this.



Geography

EXERCISE:

Use the Internet and/or library and/or encyclopedias to find out:

1. Which creature only eats leaves of the eucalyptus tree? Is this creature 
native to South Africa?  If not, where does it come from?

2. Find out more about 3 South African mammals. Write a short 
paragraph about each creature.

3. Nelson Mandela played an important part in the history of South
Africa. Find out more about him.

The wood pulp which is used to make Sellotape® Original tape
comes from big plantations of eucalyptus trees around Durban.
These eucalyptus trees are planted especially for farming
purposes. This is done to prevent natural forests (like rain
forests) from being over-forested as that destroys the 
natural habitat and environment. 

Why would farmers prefer to plant eucalyptus trees and 
not oak trees? 

These timber farms are carefully managed to make sure
that they don’t upset the natural balance of the environ-
ment. 75% of the farm is used for the production of wood,
and 25% is kept as a “natural area” to conserve water, soil
and plant and animal diversity.


